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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH September 23, 2018

Thank you for joining us in the 
worship of our Creator through the 
study of His Word. Although life 
may be perplexing at times, God 
has given us a reliable compass to 
show us the way through all kinds 
of storms and trials. That compass 
is the Bible.

While an earthly compass 
indicates four points: north, south, 
east, and west, God’s compass 
points us to eternal life and shows 
us everything we need to know for 
life and godliness.

Lord’s Supper Tonight
We will partake of the 

Lord’s Supper tonight at Evening 
Worship. It is fitting that each of us 
pause and remember the death of 
Christ on our behalf. All who have 
received Jesus Christ as Savior are 
invited to participate.

2000 Years Ago 
Jesus ate the Last Supper with 

His apostles the night He was 
betrayed. Our Lord knew that soon 
the apostles would see Him die 
and He wanted them to know that 
this was God’s plan. His death on 
the cross was the very reason He 
had come to earth.

As they were eating, Jesus 
took bread and asked God’s 
blessing on it. He broke the bread 
into pieces and gave it to the 
disciples saying, “Take, eat; this is 
My body.”

Then Jesus took a cup of 
wine, gave thanks to God for it 
and gave it to His apostles, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; for 
this is My blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for 
forgiveness of sins.”

The apostles did not 
understand what Jesus meant until 
later. Then they realized the bread 
is to remind us of Jesus’ body on 
the cross, His sacrifice for our 
sin. The wine is to remind us of 
Christ’s own blood, which was 
shed for us.

When we gather together for 
the Lord’s Supper, we remember 
His great love for us, His death on 
the cross, His resurrection from 
the grave and His promise to come 
back and take us to heaven.

Thank you for worshipping 
with us this morning. May the 
love of Christ and the goodwill 
of His people draw you to a more 
intimate walk with the Savior.
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The Only God and Savior
Jon Goodding

To whom then will you liken 
God? Or what likeness will 
you compare with Him? 
(Isaiah 40:18).
How would you answer that 

question? The prophet Isaiah 
answered it by declaring that no 
one else can look down, see all the 
inhabitants of the earth, and know 
them. No one else controls the 
heavens, the stars, and the planets. 
And no one else, with a single 
breath, can make the mightiest 
ruler on the earth wither into 
nothing. (See Isaiah 40:22-26.)

A few chapters later, in Isaiah 
44, the prophet examined the folly 
of worshipping anything other 
than the almighty God. He painted 
a picture of a craftsman who uses 
a piece of wood to make a fire 
that will cook his dinner, and then 
takes another piece from the same 
piece of wood and fashions it into 
an idol that he worships.

No one recalls, nor is there 
knowledge or understanding 
to say, “I have burned half 
of it in the fire and also have 

A group of elders and other teachers have agreed to write a 
series of articles on the character and attributes of God for the 
newsletter. Our plan is to have an article each week and we hope you 
will be blessed by our new endeavor. We start this series with Jon 
Gooddings’ article, “The Only God and Savior.”

baked bread over its coals. I 
roast meat and eat it. Then 
I make the rest of it into an 
abomination, I fall down 
before a block of wood!” 
(Isaiah 44:19).
What utter foolishness! 

How could a block of wood be 
deserving of worship? It can 
barely even stand up without 
tottering. How could it deliver its 
worshipper? How could it save?

In the next chapter, God 
demonstrated how different He is 
from these lifeless idols. He wrote 
of a king named Cyrus who would 
send Israel back from exile in 
Babylon to their own land.

Our God is so powerful, so 
all-knowing that He orchestrated 
the empires of the world to send 
the Jews into exile for 70 years 
and to send them back to their land 
once that time was complete. And 
He prophesied that He would do it 
at least 150 years before the decree 
was issued by Cyrus that allowed 
Israel to return to Jerusalem.

God sovereignly orchestrated 
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the events of the world to judge 
and save His people. Can a block 
of wood do that? Of course not!

In Isaiah 45:5, God declared “I 
am the Lord and there is no other. 
Besides me there is no God.” And 
again in verse 12:

It is I who made the earth, 
and created man upon it. I 
stretched out the heavens with 
My hands and I ordained all 
their host.
In verses 20-22 of Isaiah 

45, God offered another call to 
recognize the folly of idolatry, to 
turn to Him and be saved:

Gather yourselves and come; 
Draw near together, you 
fugitives of the nations; They 
have no knowledge, who carry 
about their wooden idol and 
pray to a god who cannot save. 
Declare and set forth your 
case; Indeed, let them consult 
together. Who has announced 
this from of old? Who has long 

since declared it? Is it not I, the 
Lord? And there is no other 
God besides Me, a righteous 
God and a Savior; There is 
none except Me. Turn to Me 
and be saved, all the ends of 
the earth; For I am God, and 
there is no other.
Our God is the only God. He 

is the only Savior. Turn to Him and 
be saved because He is the only 
God who can save.

Jon Goodding
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Let us be good 
stewards of the 

Lord’s blessings

No Food 
or Drink
in the Auditorium

or Chapel

Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh, Chairman
Scott Bailey
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff
Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Jeff Horn, Senior Associate Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Aaron Nicholson, Assistant Pastor
Donald Goertzen, Part-time
Curt Kuster, Part-time
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Nick McElvain, Part-time

Support Staff
Twila Beck
Gale Engle
Rachel Gould
John Scholle
Kevin Wheat

Deacons
Jim Aust ........................... Children’s Church
Steve DeRiese ..........................Girls of Grace
Jon Duval ...............................Safety/Security
Adam Flaugh ............................... Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding ................. Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford ................................. Junior High
Nicholas Jacobsen .....................Men’s Events
Curt Kuster ............................... Communion
Nick McElvain .......................... High School
Galen Pfeiffer ...................................... Awana
Tom Price...............................Nursing Home
Todd Smith ............................ Sunday School

Part-Time Staff
Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Stephen Bede
Madison DeRiese
Dalton Dowding
Hannah Ganshorn
Rick Gloe
Jake Krieger
Carroll Lavalleur
Sydney Marra
Dale McDaniel
Charles Muir
Carsten Scholle
Andrew Thomas
Zach Wheat

Candidate for 
Deacon
Ed Daly

Ed will share his testimony 
Sunday night, September 30. If 
you have questions or comments 
about Ed’s candidacy, please share 
them with an elder.

Ed Daly
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Genesis
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying the Passion 
Week
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

Fundamentals of the 
Faith 
Gordie Coffin, Jeff Horn 
Teaching
Room 1102

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Bible Fellowship Hour
Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying 2 Kings
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a 
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 402-483-
4541, visit the class, or 
stop by the information 
center.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and 
does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds 
will be exposed” (John 3:20).



8  • Heartbeat

Gordie Coffin and Jeff Horn 
are teaching the Fundamentals 
of the Faith class each Sunday 
at 8:45 a.m. in Room 1102. The 
class is intended to provide a good 
foundation for several important 
doctrinal areas. Topics are:

The Bible

God’s Character & 
      Attributes

The Triune God

God’s Plan of Salvation

The Church

Spiritual Gifts

Spiritual Disciplines

Prophecy

Angelology

The class generally runs 
about four months and is open to 
everyone. If you would like to get 
an overview of these important 
doctrines please join us.

Are you a new Christian 
seeking to learn more about the 
Bible?

Have you been saved for a 
while, but the Bible still seems 
like a loosely knit group of 
unrelated stories?

Each Wednesday  at 7:00 
p.m., Rob Schmidt will be 
teaching an Overview of the 
Bible in Room 1417 of the Bible 
Learning Center.

This class will provide 
a basic understanding of the 
Bible and how its contents 
relate to one another, the 
progression of God’s dealings 
with mankind, and the basic 
geography of Bible lands. For 
more information, contact Rob 
at 402-853-6018.

Overview of 
the Bible

Fundamentals 
of the Faith
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Boys of Faith
Sunday at 6:00 p.m.

All boys, first through 
sixth grade are welcome

Boys of Faith
Sunday at 6:00 p.m.

All boys, first through 
sixth grade are welcome

Girls of Grace

Sunday at 6:00 p.m.

All girls, first through 
sixth grade are welcome

Bible Fellowship Hour
If you are involved in the Bible Fellowship Hour, which meets 

Sunday mornings from 8:45–9:45 a.m., you know the blessings that 
come from studying God’s Word and building friendships with like-
minded believers.

 One of the advantages of regularly attending a class is praying 
for one another and knowing class mates are praying for you. 
Friends notice when you’re sick and help you when you’re down. 
Everyone is blessed when each of us determines to reach out to 
others in Christ’s love.

If you’d like to learn more about Bible Fellowship Hour classes, 
stop by the information center in the south lobby.



10  • Heartbeat

Family News
Hospitalized. Sherian McGerr 
was hospitalized and is now home.
Hospitalized. Galen Pfeiffer was 
hospitalized.

Children’s Studies
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Judges 13–16 and learned 
how God used Sampson to deliver 
Israel. The lesson goal is to praise 
God, who delivers His people, 
and uses the gifts He gives for His 
glory.

Information
High School Mansion Builders 
meet Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00. Mike Little and 
Tim Pratt are the teachers. All 
high school kids are welcome.
Titus Tuesday. Join us Tuesday, 
September 25 at 9:15 a.m. as Jackie 
Southwick teaches on Anxiety. We 
will also have a Hoop Wreath DIY 
project during the second hour. 
Child care is provided.
Wednesday Night Nursery needs 
workers in the “walking to three-
year-old” room from 7:00–8:00 
p.m. We also need several adults 
willing to be substitutes. Call 
Joanna: 402-326-4953.
Wanted: Several people who 
desire to grow in patience while 
taking inventory of the Lending 
and Shepherds Library. Contact 

Gale at 402-483-4541 or gale.
engle@ihcc.org if interested.
Girls’ Choir is open to girls in 
fourth through twelfth grade. We 
meet in the upstairs choir room 
from 5:00 to 6:15 p.m.
Choir meets Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. in the upstairs choir room. 
We will rehearse 1 hour and 15 
minutes every Wednesday and 
sing every other Sunday morning. 
Anyone high school and older is 
welcome. 
Orchestra meets Wednesday, 
from 6:00–7:00 p.m. in the 
auditorium. Orchestra also 
rehearses on Sunday from 8:00–
8:45 a.m. If you are interested in 
playing in the orchestra, contact 
Aaron Nicholson, 402-483-4541 
for an audition.
Boys of Faith meets at 6:00 p.m. 
on Sunday.
Girls of Grace meets on Sunday at 
6:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Nursery needs 
several adults and junior helpers. 
If interested, contact Joanna 
Andrews at 402-465-0301 (home) 
or 402-326-4953 (cell).
AWANA meets Wednesday at 
6:45 p.m. and kids three years old 
through fifth grade are welcome.
Children can still be registered for 
AWANA using online registration 
at https://ihcc.org/signup (while 
available) and in the Family Center 
on Wednesday nights prior to 6:45.
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Last Week’s Message
Sept. 16 AM. GRM 1195. The 
Spiritual Well-Being of the 
Believer. Philippians 4:1-9
Sept. 16 PM. GRM 1196. An 
Overview of Spiritual Gifts. 1 
Corinthians 12; Selected Verses

Cleaners Needed. If you would 
like to clean a section of the church 
once every five weeks, please call 
Tami Coffin at 402-366-3490.
Gardening in the church flower 
beds begins each Wednesday at 
9:00 a.m. in the south parking lot. 
Tools and gloves are provided.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discounted 
and hard-to-find books. Our stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Door 2 Door Evangelism (in the 
neighborhoods of Lincoln) meets 
each Monday at 6:15 p.m., weather 
permitting. Meet at the north 
entrance of IHCC (by the security 
desk). Everyone is welcome to 
attend. If you’ve never been out 
before, we will pair you up with 
someone who has experience and 
you can learn by observing. If 
the weather looks unpredictable, 
please check the church website, 
www.ihcc.org, for instructions.
Mentors for Teachers are now 
available. If you would like some 
personal guidance or would like 
to see if you have the gift of 
teaching, now is the time to step 
forward. Several men are willing 
to help you on your way. The time 
commitment is minimal, but the 
rewards are eternal. If interested, 
please contact one of these men: 
Perry Beard, 402-475-5657; Jim 
Pelton, 402-464-5465; or Tom 
Price, 402-792-9331.

Worship Service Online. If you 
are unable to attend church on 
Sunday and would like to worship 
with us through the internet, log 
on to www.ihcc.org and click on 
Resources at the top of the page. 
Then, click on Live Stream. The 
services start at 10:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of hospitalizations and 
births.
Event Kitchen. If you have an 
upcoming event that involves the 
Event Kitchen, contact Rachel 
Gould at church, 402-483-
4541. She will reserve it for your 
group and give you an Event 
Sheet, which will help with the 
planning. Questions to Merrily 
Bailey 402-730-7617.  
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 
Communion 

Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m. 
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m. 
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

 
Monday 

Door 2 Door Evangelism 6:15 p.m. 
Pickleball 6:45–9:00 p.m. 

Sisters 7:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 
Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m. 

Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Flower Garden Workers 9:00 a.m. 

Girls’ Choir 5:00–6:15 p.m. 
Orchestra 6:00 p.m. 

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m. 
Awana 6:45 p.m. 

Junior High Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m. 
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m. 

Overview of the Bible 7:00 p.m. 
Choir 7:00 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
November 4 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Communion

November 21 
Thanksgiving Break 

for Classes

November 22 
Thanksgiving Day 

Church Building Closed

November 23 
Church Building Closed 

 
December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Communion
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Bible Resources 
for Everyone

The church website (www.
ihcc.org) has many resources for 
the Bible student. We currently 
have 2,000-plus of Gil’s messages 
available as well as messages from 
other speakers and classes.

These messages can 
be listened to, watched, or 
downloaded at your convenience.

If you would like to get Bible 
teaching on your mobile device, 
download the Sound Words 
app to your iPhone or Android 
device. You will have access to 
a multitude of resources for your 
personal Bible study. 


